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SUBJECT: BELGIAN VIEWS OF "YEAR OF EUROPE" 

SUMMARY: DURING CONVERSATION WITH SPRINGSTEEN SEPT. 5, 
BELGIAN AMBASSADOR LORIDAN SAID HE DETECTED PROGRESS IN 
EUROPEAN PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENT'S VISIT AND WAS OPTI- 
MISTIC THAT COPENHAGEN MEETING WOULD BEAR FRUITFUL 
RESULTS FOR FURTHER US-EUROPEAN DIALOGUE. HE SAID THAT 
FRENCH APPEARED MORE AMENABLE TO SIGNING DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES AND THAT JOBERT MAY WELL ATTEND FONMINS CON- 
FERENCE. LORIDAN ADDED THAT GOB WOULD OPPOSE CONVENING 
OF EUROPEAN SUMMIT IN BRUSSELS DURING PRESIDENT'S TRIP. 
SINCE PRESENCE OF CERTAIN LEADERS IN BRUSSELS WOULD NOT 
BE WELCOMED. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . EUROPEAN DELIBERATIONS ON THE "YEAR OF EUROPE" - 
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AMBASSADOR LORIDAN, RECENTLY RETURNED FROM SEVERAL WEEKS 
VACATION AND CONSULTATIONS IN BELGIUM, SAID THAT, BASED 
ON HIS TALKS WITH DAVIGNON AND OTHERS, HE DETECTED SUB- 
STANTIAL PROGRESS IN EUROPEAN PREPARATIONS FOR PRESI- 
DENT'S VISIT TO EUROPE THIS FALL. THE EC CORRESPONDENTS 
MEETING LATE LAST WEEK AND THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS' 

MEETING SEPT. 5 ARE PRELUDE TO SEPT. 10-11 CONFERENCE OF 
THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS IN COPENHAGEN. HE FELT THERE 
WOULD BE SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF SUBSTANCE RESULTING FROM 
THIS GATHERING TO PROVIDE BASIS FOR FURTHER U.S.-EURO- 
PEAN CONSULTATIONS, AND ADDED THAT ALL BELGIAN 
AMBASSADORS TO NATO COUNTRIES WERE BEING CONVOKED IN 
BRUSSELS WEEK SEPT. 10 TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS' CONFERENCE. HE SAID THAT THE RECEIPT OF 
U.S. DRAFT PAPER ON DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES HAS SPUR- 
RED EUROPEAN DISCUSSIONS ON THE SUBJECT. AMBASSADOR 
LORIDAN NOTED THAT THE FRENCH ARE STILL BEING SOMEWHAT 
OBSTRUCTIONIST IN THESE TALKS, PARTICULARLY IN NATO 
FORUM, AND ACKNOWLEDGED DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED IN TRYING 
TO FORMULATE A "EUROPEAN IDENTIFY''. HOWEVER, RECENT 
SERIES OF BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS AMONG THE EUROPEANS 
HAVE ENHANCED THE CHANCES THAT COPENHAGEN MEETING WILL 
BEAR FRUITFUL RESULTS. HE NOTED THAT DAVIGNON IS 
OPTIMISTIC IN THIS RESPECT. LORIDAN DETECTED A CHANGE 
EVEN IN FRENCH POSITION IN LAST TWO WEEKS: POMPIDOU 
NOW SEEMS MORE WILLING TO CONCUR IN A DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES. 

2. SPRINGSTEEN SAID THAT THE COPENHAGEN MEETING COULD 
BE REGARDED AS BENCHMARK IN U.S.-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE RECEIVED A WIDE VARIETY OF REPORTS CON- 
CERNING OUTCOME, WE ARE OPTIMISTIC THAT GIVEN INTENSIVE 
GROUNDWORK THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE THERE WILL EMERGE 
SUFFICIENT PROGRESS TO PROVIDE THE FOUNDATION FOR FUR- 
THER DIALOGUE. 

3. IN THIS CONNECTION, LORIDAN REMARKED THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED REPORTS THAT FONMIN JOBERT WOULD ATTEND COPEN- 
HAGEN GATHERING, DESPITE POMPIDOU’S CONCURRENT TRIP TO 
CHINA. SPRINGSTEEN HOPED JOBERT WOULD ATTEND, SINCE 
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HIS ABSENCE COULD PROVOKE SOME AD REFERENDUM PROBLEMS 
AND CONSEQUENT DELAYS IN EC DELIBERATIONS. 

4. PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO EUROPE - LORIDAN STATED THAT 

HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD OPPOSE CONVOCATION OF A EUROPEAN 
SUMMIT IN BRUSSELS DURING PRESIDENT'S TRIP, SAYING THAT 
THE GOB WAS NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT PLAYING HOST TO SUCH 
LEADERS AS PAPADOPOULOS AND CAETANO. HE REASONED THAT 
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A SUMMIT WAS NOT ALL THAT ESSENTIAL, SINCE PRESIDENT 
NIXON WOULD HAVE A SERIES OF BILATERAL MEETINGS WITH 
EUROPEAN LEADERS DURING THE COURSE OF HIS TRIP ANYWAY. 
WHILE IN BRUSSELS, HE MIGHT JUST AS WELL MEET WITH 
CHAIRMAN OF EC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND COUNCIL ITSELF. 
LORIDAN FELT THAT WHAT WAS OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE WAS 
NOT THE PEOPLE WHOM PRESIDENT WOULD MEET, BUT RATHER 
SUBSTANCE OF JOINT DECLARATION THAT HE WOULD SIGN. 

5. SPRINGSTEEN ASKED HIM IF THIS BELGIAN STANCE ALSO 
APPLIED TO THE CONVENING OF CSCE SUMMIT NEXT YEAR, 

WHICH WOULD REQUIRE PRESENCE OF THESE SAME PERSONS WHOM 
THE GOB APPARENTLY FOUND OBJECTIONABLE. LORIDAN 
RESPONDED IN THE NEGATIVE, NOTING THAT SUCH A CON- 
FERENCE WOULD INCLUDE LEADERS OF WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES 
AS WELL. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION FROM SPRINGSTEEN, 
AMBASSADOR SAID HE DID NOT DETECT A FURTHER HARDENING OF 
HIS GOVERNMENT'S POSITION VIS-A-VIS PRESENT REGIMES IN 
GREECE AND PORTUGAL. 

6. RETURNING TO THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING 
LORIDAN OBSERVED THAT MANY PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS WILL 
NEED TO BE RESOLVED AFTER SEPTEMBER 11. FOR EXAMPLE, 

HOW AND WHEN TO GET THE EC COMMISSION INVOLVED IN THE 
U.S. -EUROPEAN CONSULTATIONS. SPRINGSTEEN WONDERED HOW 
WE WOULD BE INFORMED OF THE FOREIGN MINISTERS' DECISIONS. 
LORIDAN THOUGHT IT WAS MOST LOGICAL FOR THE DANES TO DO 
THIS, SINCE THEY WERE, AFTER ALL, HOSTING CONFERENCE. 

RUSH 
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